Leo Shane III

leoshaneiii@gmail.com 

 Phone: (202) 656-3039

www.leoshane.com

CAPITOL HILL BUREAU CHIEF
Award-winning defense and veterans affairs reporter with 19 years of deadline and investigative reporting experience and 13 years covering Capitol Hill and federal bureaucracy. Extensive work in both online and print reporting, including news editing and social media work. Frequent appearances on radio and television news programs as an expert on military and veterans topics. 

AREAS OF EXPERTISE

Military personnel -- Defense policy -- Veterans Affairs -- Capitol Hill -- White House -- 

Deadline reporting -- Investigative reporting -- News production and editing -- Web site management -- 

Social media -- Blogging -- Online reporting -- Team leadership -- Politics and government

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Capitol Hill Bureau Chief, Military Times
Washington, DC (February 2014 to present)

· Cover the White House, Congress, the Department of Veterans Affairs for this periodical newspaper with an international circulation of more than 100,000.

· Oversee multiple reporters' coverage of congressional issues, coordinating hearings coverage and service-specific breaking news for five separate news staffs.

· Specialize in breaking news regarding military personnel policies and veterans issues. Led the newspaper's coverage of 2016 presidential election and the 2014 VA wait times scandal. 

· Help lead the organization's outreach efforts through multiple media appearances, including interviews as an expert on The Rachel Maddow Show, The O'Reilly Factor and CNN Newsroom. More than 30 appearances on C-SPAN programs in the last three years. 
· Filed more than 1,000 stories and 40 video pieces for the various papers' web sites since early 2014. 
Board member, Executive Committee of Periodical Correspondents 
Washington, DC (January 2015 to present)
· Volunteer as one of seven board members overseeing issues of press access and credentialing on Capitol Hill for the 2,000-member periodical gallery. 

· Participate in discussions involving journalists' access at the presidential conventions, the hiring of gallery staff, and protections of press freedom in the halls of Congress.  

· Elected chairman of the committee by fellow members in November 2016. 

Senior Washington Correspondent, Stars and Stripes
Washington, DC (December 2004 to January 2014)
· Covered the White House, Congress, the Department of Veterans Affairs and the Pentagon for this independent, military-focused daily newspaper with an international circulation of more than 100,000.

· Received the 2009 George Polk Award for Military Reporting for work as part of team exposing the military's practice of profiling journalists in Afghanistan in an attempt to steer coverage of the war.
· Worked as a combat correspondent from Afghanistan in August-September 2006 and from Iraq in August 2008, covering military operations and troops' relationship with foreign security personnel. Also reported on U.S. operations in South America from Chile and Ecuador in April 2007. 
· Specialized in breaking news, military personnel policies, and veterans issues. Led the newspaper's coverage of the "don't ask, don't tell" repeal and the 2012 and 2008 presidential elections. 
· Helped lead the newspaper's social media efforts. Established the paper's Twitter account in 2008. Developed social media strategies for fellow reporters and use those tools to develop sources, stories, and innovative news presentations.
· Maintained two news blogs for the stripes.com website in addition to traditional reporting duties. Wrote more than 2,000 stories and news blog items in my time at the newspaper.
Kiplinger Social Media Fellowship, The Ohio State University

Columbus, OH (March 2011)

· Chosen from a pool of nearly 1,000 journalists to take part in a two-week journalism seminar course focused on social media strategy and tools.

· Course work included advanced use of Twitter and Facebook tools for newsgathering, in-depth database reporting, basic video production and editing, review of industry trends for online products, and brainstorming with journalism peers on successful strategies for the future.

· Lessons learned from the course helped me to double my Twitter followers in seven months, reach out more effectively to sources in my beat, produce attention-grabbing online story presentations, and develop social media tips for my fellow reporters and editors.
Statehouse Reporter, Newspaper Network of Central Ohio

Columbus, OH (November 2001 to August 2004)
· Covered the Ohio legislature, political campaigns, the Ohio Supreme Court, state agencies and breaking state news for a Gannett-owned group of 10 daily newspapers with a circulation of more than 150,000.

· Regularly generated long-term centerpiece stories on a variety of complex issues, including flaws in the state’s sex offender registry, controversy surrounding the teaching of evolution in public schools, and the sudden rise in medical malpractice insurance rates. 

· Periodically served as bureau chief, coordinating news coverage with 10 city editors. 

County Government Reporter, Sun Publications

Naperville, IL (November 2000 to October 2001)
· Covered DuPage county government, police and courts for seven semi-weekly, Hollinger-owned newspapers in suburban Chicago with a combined circulation of more than 110,000. 

· Initiated long-term, investigative projects on local issues, including racial profiling by law enforcement and school security. 

· Covered major breaking news stories and produced in-depth feature stories. 

Staff Reporter, The Intelligencer 

Doylestown, PA (August 1998 to October 2000)
· Covered two cities, a school district and a military reserve base for three-edition, 50,000-circulation daily in the Philadelphia suburbs.

· Produced long-term, all-edition projects and anchor stories for the Sunday editions.

· Promoted to staff reporter from the position of copy editor, which included layout design work. 

Copy Editor/Dow Jones Editing Intern, Newsday
Melville, NY (May 1998 to August 1998)
· Edited copy, wrote headlines and proofed pages for this New York tabloid with a circulation of 550,000. 

· Chosen as one of 80 interns from more than 600 applicants.


EDUCATION
Bachelor of Arts from the University of Delaware, English-Journalism major, June 1998. GPA: 3.4.
Earned several awards from the University Honors program for academic and volunteer work. 

AWARDS AND HONORS
George Polk Award for Military Reporting

· 2009 award given for team reporting that exposed the military's practice of profiling journalists in Afghanistan in an attempt to steer coverage of the war. The series forced top military officials to amend the way they handled their reporter review process, and drew praise from industry officials for helping to preserve objective and independent coverage of the war.
National Headliner Public Service Award

· 2010 award given by the Press Club of Atlantic City for team reporting in the military's reporter profiling scandal. 
Military Reporters and Editors award

· 2010 investigative reporting award given by Military Reporters and Editors Association for team reporting in the military's reporter profiling scandal.
Paul Miller Fellowship

· Selected in 2005 from a pool of several hundred journalists to participate in this yearlong professional development program, which offers monthly seminars on strategies for covering Washington, D.C.
Illinois Press Association Newspaper Contest 

· 2001 first-place award in education reporting for story detailing security changes at several suburban Chicago public schools following the Columbine shooting. 
Pennsylvania Society of Newspaper Editors Keystone Awards

· 2000 award in breaking news team report on a random shooting outside a supermarket. 

Pennsylvania Society of Professional Journalists Spotlight Awards

· 2000 award in breaking news for the suburban random shooting story. 

· 2001 award for role in team report on a fighter jet crash at the Willow Grove Naval Station’s air show. 
Editor-in-Chief, The Review
· Elected editor of the University of Delaware's twice-weekly, 11,000-circulation campus newspaper by the student staff. Supervised 50 staff reporters, designed the news section layout, and coordinated finances for the editorial department. 

Tilghman Awards Competition

· 1997 award for story about a university student who delivered a baby in a motel room and left the child in a trash bin. The Tilghman Awards go to the best student articles as judged by the journalism faculty.

Eagle Scout Award
· Attained in 1993 after six years in the Boy Scouts of America.


SOCIAL MEDIA AND TECHNICAL SKILLS 

Twitter: 

@LeoShane

LinkedIn: 

linkedin.com/in/leoshane

Personal site: 
leoshane.com

Adept at using both public and proprietary web publishing systems, expert at using the Internet for research and story posting. Some experience with Adobe Photoshop and Adobe Illustrator as well as web page composing. Also experienced with news photography and photo editing, both for print and online publications.

REFERENCES 

Additional references available upon request.

























































